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Happy Halloween from The Advocate!

Urban legends, myths spook campus
Ghost stories originating from Weld, Dahl, Holmquist haunt MSUM every Halloween
By BRITTA TRYGSTAD
Staff Writer

As Halloween approaches,
many students share stories
of ghosts, goblins and recently
escaped lunatics. Some hand
down stories from “reliable”
sources, while others experience shivers down their
spines.
But are these stories true?
Either way, the phenomenon
of ghost stories and urban legends seems to loom large as
Oct. 31 nears.
One of the oldest ghost stories at MSUM is the story of
the
ghost
in
Weld.
Throughout the decades, the
SUBMITTED PHOTO
story has had several variations. The most common While working for housing last summer, MSUM sophomore Alida Brosdahl was
includes a janitor who, after faced with one of Holmquist’s “ghosts.” After returning to the room she was
committing suicide in Glasrud working on from a break, she found a red substance on a mirror (right) a mattress
Auditorium, haunts the build- leaning against a doorway, a bedframe leaning against a window and a tangled
cable cord and air filter of mysterious origin in the room (above).
ing.
sounds, doors shutting with- said
last
John Sherman, English pro- try to frighten them.
However, the story may not out people closing them, and year her secfessor and urban legends
researcher, said the story has be completely without merit. electronic equipment mysteri- o n d - f l o o r
T e r r y ously turning on and off.
room
in
been used
Shoptaugh,
Amy Trapp, an RA in Dahl, H o l m q u i s t
as industrial
archivist at said the stories of the ghost was haunthazing.
the MSUM surround
its
namesake. ed. “I would hear tapping on
In the past,
I’m sure it was one
library, said According to legend, Mille the desk and the lamps would
c a m p u s
of the guys (I worked with)
during the Dahl fell down a staircase in make noises,” she said.
security officonstruction the dormitory, causing her to
Sophomore Alida Brosdahl
cers would
but it was freaky.
of Weld, a die. Since her death, she has worked for housing last sumuse
the
Alida Brosdahl
worker fell been said to haunt the build- mer painting rooms in
story
to
MSUM sophomore
off a ladder ing.
Holmquist. While painting a
scare rookie
and died.
“People think they see her in first-floor suite, she decided
officers. The
The
resi- a rocking chair,” said Trapp.
to take a break. When she
older
offiThe basis of the story is returned, she found the suite
cers would tell a story of a jan- dence halls also have the
itor or a student who was spooks. “Supposedly, the untrue. Dahl died of old age in in disarray. A mattress was
flung against the door,
murdered or committed sui- basement of Dahl is haunted,” Fargo in 1971.
In recent years, Holmquist papers were scattered on the
cide in the building. At night, said Kala Jensen, a former
has been the focus of ghastly floor and a red inky subwhen the younger officers resident assistant in Dahl.
She said residents have tales.
stance appeared on the mirwould check the doors in
MSUM junior Ann Rudolph rors, she said.
Weld, the older officers would heard unexplained rustling

“

Senate approves $50 fee increase
By SARAH OLSONAWSKI
Features Editor

Student senate passed a
motion to implement the $50
Wellness Center fee starting
this spring.
The fee will increase the student activity fee, but supporters say it is necessary to start
accumulating funds to pay for
start-up costs.
Senators began discussing
the Wellness Center and the
fee about three years ago. Last
year they gathered information and researched students’
opinions about the increase in
fees. Survey results showed a
majority of participating students were in favor of the
Wellness Center and didn’t
mind paying the fee.
Peter Hartje, 2002-03 student senate president, said
they wanted to make sure
they went about the project
the right way.

“Last year was spent ... favor of it. Nobody wants fees,
researching it and making but it’ll be worth it,” Maier
sure it’s what the students said. “In between classes, stuwant, not just passing it dents can save from driving to
because it’s cool,” Hartje said. the Y or paying $30 a month.”
In order for student senate to
Ultimately, the students
pass a motion such as this, 10 have shown continual support
percent of the
for implestudent body
menting the
needs to vote
fee, Maier
in an election
said.
It’s a difference
about
this
“It’s a difbetween $100 a year
topic. Within
f e r e n c e
(in fees) or $30 a month
that 10 perbetween
(to attend a gym
cent, a major$100 a year
off campus).
ity vote is
or $30 a
required
to
month (to
Travis Maier
pass
the
attend
a
Student senate president
motion.
gym
off
Senate
is
campus),”
drafting
a
Maier said.
proposal letter to President
Financial aid will be re-evalRoland Barden. Travis Maier, uated for spring semester if
student senate president, said Barden agrees to implement
the decision is largely up to the fee.
him.
However,
MnSCU’s
Olsonawski can be reached
approval is also necessary.
at sjo1250@hotmail.com.
“I think most people are in

“

“I’m sure it was one of the
guys (I worked with) but it was
freaky,” Brosdahl said.
The strange occurrences in
Holmquist have generated various stories. “The story I heard
about the ghost is that it was
some worker who fell off something and died. I also have
been told that the ghost is a
male who wears a yellow
shirt,” Rudolph said.
Laura Kuntz, an RA on

❒ GHOSTS, back page

Grad returns to present art lecture
By CATHY BONGERS
Staff Writer

Thomas Weis, a 1996 MSUM
graduate, returned to campus
last week to present a lecture
on his work on wooden boats,
furniture and sculptures.
“When you're a new artist,
try new things,” said Weis,
who received a bachelor of fine
arts degree in sculpture.
Weis, who also made paintings early in his career, said,
“I was just making shapes and
defining spaces.
“When I was making these
shapes, I was always thinking
three-dimensionally because,
as a sculptor, it comes naturally, and I really wanted to be
building things,” said Weis.
“So I was creating spaces,
but I really wanted to be
building these things instead
of trying to portray them in
two-dimensional,” Weis said.
Weis went on to build these
shapes in sculptures, creating

sculptures as “vehicles to the
past.”
Wanting to learn some functional art, Weis apprenticed
for two years in Maine building wooden boats, where, he
said, “The idea was that the
product was not the boat, it
was the person.
“I wanted to learn to build
the most difficult thing I could
think of, and after that, I'd see
what I could do,” Weis said.
He was introduced to a variety of new skills, including
craftsmanship and techniques, new tools of the trade
and steam bending.
Weis then worked for internationally renowned sculptor
Martin Puyear who Weis said
was a big influence on his earlier sculptures, before returning to Rockland, Maine to
open a small shop of wooden
furniture design.
Bongers can be reached
at bongerca@mnstate.edu.
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D

ragons’
en 10.30-11.5

Organizational events
on campus

10.30
Christian Bible Fellowship Bible
studies, 7 p.m., CMU 207.
11.3
Stop the Hate, 6 p.m., CMU 208.
11.3
Public Relations Student Society
of America meeting, 2 p.m.,
mass communications office.
11.4
MSUM’s Environmental Action
Network, 3:30 p.m., near Café
Connection in MacLean.
Get your organization listed
in the Dragons’ Den. Send us
the time, date and location of
your next event and watch
the people come rolling in.
advocate@mnstate.edu

ap

H

10.30 - 11.5
Happenings
and Events

10.30
Faculty recital featuring pianist
Terrie Manno and vocalist
Jenny Dufault, 8 p.m., Our
Redeemer Lutheran Church,
Moorhead.
11.2
Northern Lights Ballroom dance
club, 3 to 6 p.m., Fargo’s
Cashwise community room.
11.4
MSUM American Indian
Awareness Celebration opening
pipe ceremony, noon, library
porch.

Have a story idea?

E-mail
advocate@mnstate.edu

NEWS BRIEFS
Renew your
Dragon ID card

Screenwriter Pope Request SABC
presents work
funding soon

MSUM is replacing Dragon
ID cards for students who
have not received one with
USBank ATM/debit and door
access options.
Today (Thursday) is the final
day to get a new card in the
library porch from 11 a.m.
until 6 p.m.
Please bring your current ID
card and redeem it for a new
one. There is a $10 fee if you
don’t have your old card.
The new card will be
required for continued building access starting the last
day of fall semester. For
instance, after-hours access
to the 24-hour computer lab
will require the new card.
The new card will contain an
optional US Bank ATM/debit
card option.
If you have questions, please
visit www.mnstate.edu/dragoncard or call the Dragon
Card office at 477-2605.

Thomas Pope, a professional
screenwriter of more than 30
years with credits including
“Lords
of
Discipline,”
“ F / X , ”
“Hammett”
and “Cold
Dog Soup,”
will present
a lecture at
8 p.m. Nov.
6 in King Pope
H a l l
Auditorium as a feature of
MSUM’s
Tom
McGrath
Visiting Writer’s series.
He’ll also talk on the writer’s
craft at 4 p.m. that day on the
library porch.
Pope has worked with directors ranging from Francis Ford
Coppola to Penny Marshall
and is the author of the college
textbook, “Good Scripts, Bad
Scripts.”
He teaches screenwriting,
film analysis and film history
at the University of Minnesota,
Minneapolis, College of Art
and Design and Carleton
College, Northfield, Minn.

Williams presents
gender in media
Dr. Susanne Williams, associate professor and assistant
to the president for communication, will present “Images of
Gender in Media: Culture
Consequence vs. The Bottom
Line” 8 p.m. on Monday in the
CMU Ballroom.
The presentation is part of
the Teacher Lecture Series
and is sponsored by CAB.
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We are now

MSUM recognized student
organizations planning to
apply for student activity fee
funding for fiscal year 2005,
must bring 20 copies of completed fiscal year ’05 budget
requests
by
4:30
p.m.
Monday to the office of student activities, CMU 229.
Late budget requests will
not be accepted. Please send
or hand deliver completed
packets to Sandy Schob,
activities business manager,
CMU 229.

Stop the Hate and 10 percent Society invites the
MSUM community to a free
showing of “A Journey to a
Hate Free Millennium” at 7
p.m. today (Thursday) in
CMU 203.
The program is about an
hour and a half and will focus
on hate crimes.

What’s going
on with you??
We need more
information on
upcoming events
and news

for a new

ADVERTISING
MANAGER
for Spring Semester
E-mail Tasha or Alicia

The Advocate is published weekly during the
academic year, except during final examination
and vacation periods.
Opinions expressed in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the college administration,
faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the editor
and your turn submissions. They should be
typed and must include the writer’s name, signature, address, phone number, year in school
or occupation and any affiliations. Letters are
due Monday at 5 p.m. and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130, dropped off at The Advocate
office in CMU Room 110 or e-mailed to us at:
advocate@mnstate.edu. The Advocate reserves
the right to edit letters and refuse publication of
letters omitting requested information. It does
not guarantee the publication of any letter.

THE

S ecurity
Report

10.20 - 10.26

10.20
10.21
10.22
10.23
10.23
10.23
10.24
10.25
10.25

Stop the Hate
presents program

LOOKING

advocate@mnstate.edu

Thursday, Oct. 30, 2003

E-mail
advocate@mnstate.edu

“I don’t know if I’d want to end the world.
That’s where I keep all my stuff.”
The Advocate is prepared for publication by
Minnesota State University Moorhead students
and is printed by Davon Press, West Fargo,
N.D.
Copyright 2003, The Advocate.
The Advocate is always looking for talented
writers, photographers, columnists and illustrators. Meetings are held every Monday at 4:30
p.m. in CMU Room 207.
Contact the editor for more information or
come to the meetings. Students can also write
and work for The Advocate for credit.

Glenn Tornell Adviser
Alicia Strnad Editor

10.25
10.26

Theft outside CMU
Fire alarm in MacLean
Theft in parking lot D
Property vandalism on
Ninth Avenue South
Burglar alarm in the
Bookstore
Liquor law violation in
Ballard
Theft in Nemzek
Liquor law violation in
Holmquist
Fire alarm in Neumaier II
Apt.
Medical emergency in
CMU
Fire alarm in Neumaier II
Apt.

CMU sponsors
Halloween events
MSUM’s CMU is the place to
be on Halloween.
Compete in a costume contest at noon on Friday in the
CMU main lounge. Dress up
for a chance to win $25, $50 or
$75 in CMU gift certificates.
“Spook-tacular” specials are
available in these areas:
Copies Plus, the Compass,
the Etcetera Shop, the
Recreation
and
Outing
Center, Union City Cafe and
Subs and Sweets.
Also, haunt the Underground
for their “Thriller Thursday
Dance” from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.
tonight (Thursday).

Elissa Hovland Arts and Entertainment Editor
Brittany Pederson Copy Editor
Heidi Reule Copy Editor
Laura Bogenschutz Copy Editor
Hayden Goethe Sports Editor
Jason Prochnow Photo Editor
Sarah Olsonawski Features Editor
Kelly Hagen Opinion Page Editor
Natasha Wiedeman Advertising Manager
Jolene Goldade Advertising Assistant
Allison Johnson Advertising Representative
Mary-Anne Fiebig Graphic Designer
Tanya Holte Graphic Designer
Richard Vaudrin Web Editor
Sarah Bosl Business Manager
Nick Huck Distribution Manager
Columnists: Samantha Miller, Kelly Hagen,
Brian Gray, Jarrod Schoenecker

Reporters: Britta Trygstad, Dustin Monke,
Casey Moen, Joseph Boushee, Barbie Porter,
Kesley Tweed, Ashley Thornberg, Kimberli
Johnson, Teresa Schafer, Cathy Bongers, Jarrod
Schoenecker, Jeremy Chura, Laurel Eide,
Shanthi Wilson, Alicia Underlee, Liz Haugen,
Dusty Deen, Mike Mattheis, Brett Gilbertson
Photographers: Pete Montecuollo, Katie
Myrmel, Lizzie Stark
Illustrators: Carson Schuette, Matt Kaufenberg,
Peter Gulsvig, Wayne McConnell
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Costume shop provides Halloween variety
at the foot of your bed.
“I could wrap it around me
Staff Writer
as a toga, or I could throw it
The
clock
is
ticking, over my head and be a ghost.”
Halloween is just hours away,
“Better yet,” you toss the
and you still don’t have a cos- wrinkly sheet over your shoultume.
der, “I’m Super Man!” Suddenly
A day in the life
You think
you realize your hopes of findof running a
to yourself,
ing a Halloween costume are
costume shop.
“Maybe
I
fading.
will just stay home, eat the
If you want to be a Greek god
candy I’m supposed to give to in a toga, a ghost, or
trick-or-treaters and watch Superman, Sheryl Little and
horror movies on television.”
Shirley Manning can make it
Then you decide that’s prob- happen.
ably not the best way to spend
The mother-daughter duo
Halloween, so you wrack your owns Creative Costumes,
brain, trying to come up with 1301 2nd Ave. S., Moorhead.
an idea. You look around the They operate on the philosoroom searching for something, phy that if people can dream
anything that could qualify as up an idea for a costume, they
a costume.
can turn it into a reality.
The only item you see is your
Scooby Doo is an example of
white bedsheet crumpled up just one of the many creations
at
Creative
Costumes. Over
the years they’ve
done everything
from mermaids
and trolls to an
octopus to a
tube of biscuits.
“They’re homemade,” Manning
said. “I sew a lot
of the costumes
and then we add
accessories.”
Little
says
JASON PROCHNOW/PHOTO EDITOR
many of their
costumes have
Costume sale
The MSUM theater department hosted a cos- won awards. Her
are
tume sale last Monday and Tuesday. Craig favorites
Robin
Hood
and
Beckerleg (from left), staff information techMarion,
nician, and Angie Bentley, Concordia senior, Maid
look for costumes in the last minutes of the cave people and
She
sale. The theater department sponsors the wizards.
sale every couple years, benefiting from the really likes the
knight costume
profits.
her
brother
By KESLEY TWEED

made a few years ago.
Little brings out the costume
from the storage room. Old
sequins, silver paint and plastic jewels cover a set of football
pads and a plastic shield that
was once part of a children’s
costume. Little said she even
used fiber optics to make the
hat really sparkle.
Manning has her favorite costumes too. “I like the ‘cool
dudes,’ as we call them here,”
she said.
Little jumps in to explain her
mother’s terminology. “Most
people call them pimps,” she
said laughing.
Not only does Creative
Costumes
create
custom
designs, but they also give
ideas. “We start with where the
person is going. Are they going
to be outside, at a house party?
... Then we ask if they want to
go with a conservative style or
something short and sassy. I
always tell them the most
important thing is to be comfortable in what they’re wearing,” Little said. “We use photo
albums from past years and
reference books to get ideas.”
“We also pick up books from
different eras that tell us what
people wore, and Sheryl reads
comic books and watches
movies. She’s really good at
putting things together,” said
Manning.
Manning said her knack for
putting together costumes
started at an early age. “I never
remember buying things. We
always sewed or made our own
costumes,” she said.
The ladies have no idea how
many costumes they have
because they tend to mix and
match different pieces, but they

rent out between 700 and 800 love this dress,” she said. “And
costumes each Halloween.
we’ve even made the headThe women said this year’s bands,” she said as she pulled
most popular costumes are down a Rubbermaid container
cheerleader outfits for females full of flowery crowns.
and baby blue tuxes for males.
“When you see the dress on
Little said flappers, cave people the rack, it doesn’t look like
and gangsters are usually in much, but then you get all the
great demand
accessories,
when it gets
it’s
really
down to the
something,”
wire,
but We don’t just provide an outfit. she said.
Manning added We give people shoes, hats,
Little said the
they never run hankies, flowers, jewelry and accessories are
everything they need.
out of coswhat
make
tumes.
C r e a t i v e
Sheryl Little
Little
said
Costumes
Creative Costumes co-owner
people
start
stand out. “We
looking for costumes at the don’t just provide an outfit. We
end of September. They put give people shoes, hats, hanthem on reserve and then pick kies, flowers, jewelry and
them up on Oct. 27 and can everything they need,” she
keep them until Nov. 2.
said.
“The week before Halloween
“Our costumes are more one
is really crazy. We end up of a kind than other places,”
staying open until 11 at night Manning said.
sometimes,” Little said.
The two say providing origiManning said she gets many nal costumes is a lot more
costumes from thrift stores. work, but it’s also very
“One of the dresses we have rewarding. “I really enjoy
was worn in my wedding. I meeting the people, and
was never very good at getting they’re so tickled when they
rid of things,” Manning said finally get an outfit,” Manning
giggling.
said with a twinkle in her eye.
The habit of saving has
“I love making the people
become profitable for Little. happy. They come out in an
She walks around the store outfit they like and they get so
weaving through the aisles excited. It’s like they’re openpointing out favorite pieces. ing a birthday present or
One rack is filled with original something,” Little says.
dresses from the ’40s, ’50s,
Manning and Little enjoy the
and ’60s. Mermaids, pixies, business so much they keep it
Vikings and storybook charac- open year-round. “We’d love to
ters, along with a flower pot, do costume parties, school
an octopus and an extermina- plays, and we have Santa
tor are among costumes for suits for Christmas time.”
sale.
Right now they’re just trying
Manning gets to a long, flow- to get through Halloween.
ing dress and stops. “We use
Tweed can be reached
at kesleytweed@hotmail.com.
this as a renaissance dress. I
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Advocate editorial board
Alicia Strnad
Editor

Sarah Olsonawski
Features Editor

Hayden Goethe
Sports Editor

Student senate
makes correct
decision on fee
What’s another $50 in fees after we already pay
thousands in tuition?
That’s what the student senators thought when
they passed the motion to implement the
Wellness Center fee next semester in a 15-8
vote.
The debate went back and forth for a while,
but in the end, the returning senators won.
The Wellness Center is something that they’ve
talked about for the last two years. They know
firsthand about the research conducted last
year and the results.
From the beginning, student senate knew they
needed students’ support. It couldn’t be their
decision alone, just because they thought it was
a “cool” idea.
Last year, they conducted a survey to get students’ opinion about the Wellness Center and
the fees that go with it.
Many senators didn’t feel students would agree
to pay a fee for something they’ll never see. The
final project will not be completed for many
years. However, the CMU was built in the same
way. Fees were implemented long before construction ever started and many people paid for
it never got to enjoy the facility as a student.
Financial aid will be re-figured for spring
semester. It will give students who might not
have the funds to pay an extra $50 per semester
an opportunity for possible help. However, don’t
go shopping for clothes one month, give up a
night of drinking, save less than $15 per month
for four months and the fee is paid.
The Wellness Center is a huge advancement for
our campus and could mean great things for
years to come. It shows growth and how our
campus continually wants to make this a better
place. Besides, in the long run, students will
save money on fitness center fees, which average about $30.
Debate after debate, student senate made the
right decision. Before an architect can even be
hired there has to be money available. So, the
fee absolutely needs to be implemented for
start-up costs.
Even though most of us will graduate before we
are able to utilize the facility we’re forking over
fees to be built, it will be a great addition to our
campus, and future students will appreciate our
sacrifice.

The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not necessarily those
of the college administration, faculty or student body. The
Advocate encourages letters to the editor and Your Turn submissions. They should be typed and must include the writer’s name,
signature, address, phone number, year in school or occupation and
any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday and can be sent
to MSUM Box 130, dropped off in The Advocate office or emailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.

Phi Sigma Kappa apologizes
It has come to our attention that
our skit for the Homecoming variety show on Thursday, Oct. 16
was offensive to some individuals.
The only group of people we
meant to parody were ourselves,
and any offense that any individual may have taken from that parody was completely unintentional.
Our intent was without malice and
we meant only to entertain.
Therefore, those individuals can
be assured that our apologies are
made with heartfelt sincerity.
The motto of Phi Sigma Kappa is
the Golden Rule, “Do unto others
as you would have them do unto
you.” To the men in our organization, this precept does not only

Your turn
apply to those within the fraternity, but rather, to all people we
encounter in our lives.
As an organization, and individually as well, the men of Phi Sigma
Kappa are committed to the ideals
of equality and understanding. We
believe that ignorance is the fuel to
the malicious fires of bigotry and
hatred, and we understand that in
order to promote the ideals of
equality and understanding, we
must combat ignorance with
knowledge.
Journalist Walter Lippman once

said: “Ideals are an imaginative
understanding of that which is
desirable in that which is possible.”
As an organization, and as men
of integrity and character, we will
always promote that understanding, provide for that knowledge
and strive for that which we
believe is not only possible, but
necessary: the equality and selfworth which is inherent among all
individuals.
There is nothing wrong with this
university that cannot be cured by
what is right with this university,
and that is why we are proud to be
Dragons.
Phi Sigma Kappa

Diversity does not mean acceptance
It may be true that the
members of Phi Sigma
Kappa did not intend to
offend anyone. In which
case, it seems we need to
do more sensitivity training on this campus. Words and
actions may hurt, even unintentionally. A Jewish friend of mine
once heard her boyfriend claim
that someone had “jewed” him. He
had no idea that this was a racial,
hurtful term. That doesn’t mean
he shouldn’t be corrected.
Both Peter Hartje (on the front
page) and The Advocate’s own editorial (from Oct. 23) claim that we
should not judge people. Perhaps
we shouldn’t jump to quick conclusions. But the moral of this
story is not that we shouldn’t

Letters

to the

racism, sexism and homophobia. Diversity should
not be equated with indiscriminate acceptance of all
things. If it were, we would
have to accept local
branches of Nazi groups or the
KKK on campus. We judge those
things to be unacceptable.
None of this is to say that the
members of Phi Sigma Kappa
meant to hurt anyone. But pointing out the insensitivity of their
conduct, so that it may be avoided
in the future, is precisely the function of the different groups on
campus that your editorial cartoon
mocks.

editor

judge people.
We judge people all the time. We
judge people when we decide who
should be student body president
or homecoming king and queen, or
who gets a job on The Advocate
staff. We judge people when we
put them in jail. We judged
Saddam Hussein to have been a
bad person. We judged Hitler to
have been a bad person. And we
are right to do so.
Calls for diversity do not open
the floodgates to tolerating all
kinds of intolerance such as

Philip M. Mouch
Department of Philosophy

Both sides should avoid stereotypes
The one thing I’ll start with is an
apology. I am sorry to the people
that we offended; I’m sorry that
you were hurt.
This has been our message from
the beginning and that’s why people should talk. Although a great
newspaper, The Advocate is still a
newspaper. Anything you read or
hear secondhand has the ability to
become slanted, either from the
party between you and I or the
readers themselves. We can often
find exactly what we’re looking for
if we look hard enough to find it.
So if it was lost in any type of
translation: To the individuals
hurt, on behalf of Phi Sigma
Kappa, I truly apologize.
I hope this doesn’t get too long
but I’m going to try to address the
concerns you feel as best as I
understand them. I simply wanted
to begin with an apology because it
seems to not have reached the
ears of the people who needed to
hear it most.
My defensiveness doesn’t surround those individuals. If someone, anyone, tells me that I hurt
him or her, I am sorry. It doesn’t
matter what a person’s intentions
are. The bottom line is that something was done that hurt somebody else. The person who does

Your turn
the hurting, regardless of the best
of hopes or ideas, should feel bad
and apologize. This is what is true,
and it is from my entire group. We
know this and have discussed it.
We are sorry to the individuals we
offended. I hope you find this sincere and are able to understand
that I’m not angry with you, the
world, the community, the university or anybody with a different
opinion or lifestyle than mine. I
can say I’m sorry for this with no
bitterness.
The reason I ask you to accept
this as truth is to hopefully communicate with you what I am
defensive about. I believe there is a
bigger issue underlying all of this
and something we all can learn.
Some say we are overly defensive
and are continuing to be insensitive. I’m not sure who has been
overly defensive or has repeated to
continue stereotypes. I can only
make a comment and a promise.
As a fraternity is a family, it is
sometimes easy to miss the big
picture and defend what you love
without hesitation.
I don’t think anyone in my group

would say they did something
without fault and are 100 percent
right on this variety show issue. I
do think they are quick to defend
the people and the things they
love. Lord knows I have fought and
sacrificed for my actual brother
more times than I can count only
to find out, if I had seen the big
picture, I would have realized it
was my brother I was defending
not his issues.
If the people you refer to are
being overly defensive, they are
defending their brothers and our
fraternity, not the issue. My
promise as an upperclassman and
leader of my fraternity, will be
(along side many others) to realize
the difference and also understand that we can help each other
become better by pointing out
what we need to improve.
We are here for each other without question. Without a doubt, I
will jump to my brother’s defense;
that is one of our foundations. I
also know we can continue to
challenge each other as well.
When I mentioned people judging us, it was a call for calmness.
Do not do what we did or we’re all
going to get caught up in bad com-
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Daylight-Saving Time not as old as you think
Happy Daylight-Saving Time to
you all – unless you live in
Arizona, Hawaii or parts of
Indiana.
Why am I
excluding
those people,
you
may ask?
Well, the
answer is
simple.
They
do
not
“fall
SAMANTHA back” their
MILLER
clocks on
the
last
Columnist
Sunday in
O c t o b e r,
“Happy Daylightnor
do
Saving Time to you
t h e y
all – unless you live
“spring
in Arizona, Hawaii
a h e a d ”
or parts of Indiana.”
t h e i r
clocks on
the
first
Sunday in April.
So how did this switcheroo of
clocks begin? Thank Benjamin

Franklin for it. Franklin came up
with the idea in 1784 while he
was in Paris.
Some of his friends, one of
whom was the inventor of the oil
lamp, loved the idea. The idea
kept getting tossed around and
went through various stages of
how much to switch clocks for a
few hundred years.
First, the United States had to
adopt a standard time and time
zones so that everybody would be
on the same playing field.
The railroads decided to institute this in 1883. However, it
wasn’t fully adopted. Some places
still wanted to tell their own time.
The Standard Time Act of 1918
made the time zones that were
previously established by the railroads into law. Jurisdiction was
given to the Interstate Commerce
Commission, and then given to
the Department of Transportation
when it was established in 1966.
The DOT is the group that makes
laws regarding time.
This is pretty far from the topic,

“

The set standard that we
followed Saturday night has
only been law since 1986 –
17 years! It took us that long
to figure this out?

▼
but it is important to realize that
Daylight-Saving Time has not
been around that long, as far as it
being a law.
It was first put into law during
World War I to help conserve fuel
needed to produce energy. The
country was placed into an
extended period of DaylightSaving Time, but was repealed
because it was so unpopular.
President Roosevelt put the
country back on Daylight Saving
Time during World War II, which

was instituted year-round and
called ‘War Time’ for three years.
But from 1945 to 1966, there
was no law requiring DaylightSaving Time, so states were free
to choose when they wanted to
observe it or whether they wanted
to observe it or not. As you can
guess, letting the states choose
caused a lot of confusion, especially among broadcasters and
the like, as there was no consistent time for programming.
In 1966, the Uniform Time Act
established Daylight-Saving Time
throughout the U.S. It exempted
states where the legislatures
voted to keep the entire state on
standard time.
In 1972, an amendment was
added for states that had more
than one time zone in them. And
in 1986, the dates that we switch
the
clocks
became
law.
Previously, it had been a different
Sunday in April.
So, what is my point? The set
standard that we followed
Saturday night has only been law

since 1986 – 17 years! It took us
that long to figure this out?
And what about the states that
don’t change? By making these
laws, it appears lawmakers wanted a standard time, but if I wanted to call my relatives in Arizona
before the last Sunday in October,
I’d have to do different time zone
calculations than if I called them
after the last Saturday in October.
People arguing in favor of continuing Daylight-Saving Time say
it saves energy, saves lives and
prevents traffic injuries and
crime. They have studies to prove
this. But I don’t know – switching
a clock prevents crime? If I were
to commit a crime, I don’t think
Daylight-Saving Time would
scare me.
I guess I really don’t see the
point anymore. The country isn’t
on a set standard with this, and
because of this, Indiana has three
time zones. Talk about confusion.

you. I would remain stubborn and
single-minded and would’ve simply ignored your messages.
But I wanted to hear you, I want
to know why you think the way
you do. I wanted to let you know
that most of your concerns are
righteous, but you are missing the
mark about a few things and I can
lend a hand in the understanding
about that part, a give and a take.
Is your way only good for you or
can I think of a better or different
way too? I’m not going to get into
my philosophies or why I do what
I do. I would love to, don’t get me
wrong, but I have homework to do.
Don’t be afraid to talk to me. Step
out of your comfort zones.
How could you ask others to do
this if you won’t yourselves? I am
afraid however; afraid you won’t
follow through with meeting with
me.
I’m not hostile, I’m not aggressive, and I’m not a stubborn person. I simply challenge myself in
ways you don’t give me credit for
and believe what I do is right ...
until my opinions are challenged
like they were about the original
issue.
My overall “beef” with this situation is its content. As an involved
student on campus I know what
goes down around here. At times I
wish I didn’t, but I can’t change it,
I do.
I know of injustices and prejudices on this campus that the
leaders of the organizations
focused on us know of as well. In
my opinion, our mistake is an
insensitive one but not a fatal one.
One, I’m sorry to the individuals
hurt. But I know for a FACT other

more serious problems have
occurred this year already and
have been put on the back burner
... for this? I’m sorry but you actually have me pigeonholed into the
exact opposite classification.
People being stereotyped and hurt
pisses me off.
I’m defensive and furious not
because I was “caught screwing
up,” good – we learned something,
but because you should be targeting the real hate and injustices on
our campus. For your focus to
land on this issue while others are
being more seriously hurt tells me
something about what you hold as
important.
Of the main organizations vocalizing their anger at our judgment,
one is prejudicial at times to people looking for a place to belong
and the other ignores it. That
makes me (a person who strongly
advocates personal and civil liberties, personal choice, privacy, the
right to live your own life, and who
also wants to be there for people
when they need me and would
never leave a person in need)
angry. And sorry to the people you
aren’t doing anything for.
This is my objective side talking:
if another group did what we did, I
hope they would be as sorry for it
as we are. If it was made into the
huge thing it has become I would
criticize the leaders of the other
groups to start doing what they
say they do!
We can all learn from this
though: communication not judgment.

Miller can be reached
at lefty_smiller@hotmail.com.
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munication. The prejudice against
people with alternative lifestyles is
very different than the prejudice a
fraternity goes through. I’m not
comparing them or saying we have
it worse. I’m saying don’t start.
People stereotype us all the time.
It makes me sad, yes. But I also
know it isn’t true. It’s a terrible circle we’ve gotten into. Our society
relishes in other’s mistakes and
holds contempt for other’s successes. If our parties get busted,
we’re drunks and misogynists and
lousy scholars. If we’re up for 48
hours raising money for the Rape
and Abuse Crisis Center, it goes
unnoticed.
I hate to use a recent example,
but our mistake Thursday was
published in three different articles (and probably more to come).
Our spirit award victory got one
modest picture. There is never our
volunteer work for cultural diversity programs, coaching for Special
Olympics, the credit given for
being the first campus at MSUM to
actively recruit and initiate minorities (when there were far more fraternities on campus and far more
resistance to the idea).
In resolution it is sometimes better to find a common ground and
build on it. We both are misunderstood. I’d like to think of it as a
stepping stone to demolish ignorance. A battle we could both fight.
An anonymous someone once
wrote to me, “It is your hostility
toward people of my background
that instills me with discomfort
and fear of contacting you face to
face.” Now that is going too far.
Did they even know me? This is
what I start getting defensive

about. Do you know what I believe
or where I’ve been? Do you know
that two weeks ago there was a
student in the student senate
office “gay-bashing” and I didn’t
know what to do. The only thing
important was getting her to stop.
What did I do? I told her I was
gay and that she was hurting me.
This was only a few days before the
variety show. She didn’t apologize,
she didn’t stop, she told me she
wasn’t talking to me so don’t worry
about it, swore at the people in the
room and left.
As a person with a love-everybody-first attitude, this floored me.
It wasn’t easy to confront this
angry person or to lie to her but I
thought I could get her to quit and
re-evaluate what she was doing.
The only thing I’m saying is that
you don’t know me or what I fight
for. Did Phi Sig stumble, yes we all
do. Am I hostile towards anybody’s
background? Hell no! I’m like 7-Up
and caffeine in that aspect; never
have, never will.
The human spirit is too valuable
of a resource of knowledge to write
anybody off because of who they
are, what they do or how they live.
You’ve got a life, live it the way you
want to. If I see someone challenging it, I’ll stop it or do my best to
try.
This is the basis for my defensiveness. Not one person tried to
see who we are.
We automatically hold “hostility
toward people of my background”.
(The same anonymous writer)
Why, because we don’t see eye to
eye? I’ll defend your right to live
your life the way you want to until
I die (I have in the U.S. Army and

“

The human spirit is too
valuable of a resource of
knowledge to write anybody
off because of who they
are, what they do or
how they live.

▼
continue to do so). You would
know this if you talked to me.
That’s all I’m going to say about it
I also get defensive at the pot
shots at my group. I’m getting a little annoyed at your assumptions
that we do not want to change,
that we don’t understand that we
all have room to grow. “I can see
you can’t really look yourself in the
mirror and see what is wrong.”
Again you have no idea who we
are. I am DEDICATED TO LEARN.
I went through agony and pain to
have this message permanently
scarred on my back because above
all it’s the value I hold true to the
most.
I am one of the most reflective
people you will never know. About
my triumphs and my mistakes. I
am my worst critic and see fault in
everything I do. But that makes
me happy because I’m not perfect
and can only learn more. I demand
to communicate with others to
learn a different perspective, to
challenge my comfort zones and
take myself to a higher (enlightened) level.
If I didn’t, I wouldn’t respond to

Peter Hartje
Phi Sigma Kappa Secretary
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Local bands
celebrate
The Misfits

Party girls explore Halloween options that F-M area has to offer

By BRETT GILBERTSON

By LIZ HAUGEN & ALICIA UNDERLEE

Staff Writer

Staff Writers

MSUM junior English major
Adam Bursack needs something to wear. After rummaging
through his closet, he spots a
promising ensemble: a general’s
helmet, a fur coat and an S&M
bondage outfit.
Together these threads may
seem a tad inappropriate, but
when it’s Halloween and your
band is paying its respects to
goth punk pioneers, it’s essential.
On Friday, six local and regional bands will honor The
Misfits with a punk tribute
show at The Underground.
“The Misfits seem like a band
that local musicians have really
latched on to,” Bursack said.
Bursack heads the longtime
local favorite Venus In Furs.
Along with the Furs, Messing
With Texas, Lost For Cause,
Thrive
On
Apathy,
Decomposeurs, and Minimal
Expectations will play during
the show. Each band will cover
different Misfits tunes with
some originals thrown in.
Another band tradition includes playing Halloween night.
The Underground show will
mark the Furs’ second annual
Hallowed Be Thy Ween show.
Like last year, bands and concert-goers are encouraged to
dress up for the event. The
elaborateness of last year’s costumes surprised Bursack.
“People really got into it,”
Bursack said. “I was expecting
people to come with just a wig
on, but people took it pretty serious.”
Taking the band’s name from
Marilyn Monroe’s final film,
Glenn Danzig and Jerry Only
started The Misfits during the
late ’70s punk scene. The band
drew their sound from the
Ramones while embracing the
look of Kiss and horror movies.
Before calling it quits, some of
the songs in the Misfits’ catalog
include titles like “Die, Die My
Darling,” “Mommy, Can I Go
Out and Kill Tonight?” and two
songs titled “Halloween.”
“Look for some surprises,”
Bursack said with somewhat of
a grin. “This won’t be your runof-the-mill show.”
Friday’s show may attract a
different crowd compared to the
atmosphere these bands are accustomed to.
Layne Anderson, assistant director of event services, said
The Underground is unique because of its convienient location.
“For CAB (sponsored) events,
the majority of attendees are
on-campus MSUM students,”
said Anderson.
Although CAB does not sponsor Friday’s show, Bursack
added, “People who live in the
dorms will hopefully be more
inclined (to come to the show).”
Bursack noted, “If you like local
rock music in general, you
won’t be disappointed.”
Admission is $5 if you have a
costume and a not-so-scary
$6.66 without a costume. The
show starts at 7 p.m.
Gilbertson can be reached
at gilbrtsn@mnstate.edu.

Well party people, change is in
the air. Snow is falling and our
British party buddies are flying
home. But the good news is that
all this autumnal madness only
brings us closer to our favorite
time of the year, the holidays.
And what could be a better kickoff than some crazy Halloween
festivities?
Our search for Halloween adventure took us to 2700 Main
Ave. in Fargo, the site of the
20th annual Fargo Jaycees
Haunted House. The new creepy
warehouse site is a perfect fit for
the chapter’s biggest fundraiser.
Its additional space and accessible location help the Jaycees
provide spooky surprises for
over 6,000 visitors. We bought
our tickets ($7 for adults, $5 for
kids) and took our place in line.
A half an hour later our tour
guide arrived to escort us
through about a dozen themed
rooms, Frankenstein’s Lab and
Hell were our favorites. Liz was
also fond of the witch that made
her touch the gooey “body
parts.”
The actors (volunteers and employees) were numerous and enthusiastic, but the overall production value was low. The
dummies were obvious, and the
special effects consisted mainly

By BARBIE PORTER
Staff Writer

of strobe lights and cobwebs.
Some of the rooms seemed almost empty, which made us feel
vulnerable, but also allowed us
to see exactly who was coming.
As a result, we lost some of the
element of surprise.
The Fargo Jaycees’ Haunted
House was an enjoyable but predictable experience. The wait
was long and a bit chilly.
(Bundle up, the warehouse isn’t
heated.) The actual tour was on
the short side, but the actors
performed with such enthusiasm that we enjoyed ourselves
anyway. Plus, the actors in the
chainsaw room terrified a
woman so thoroughly we con-

sidered giving them an award.
That’s the great thing about
haunted houses, even if you’re
not scared, it’s a pretty safe bet
someone else will be. Watching
them is almost as good as getting the chills yourself. The
house is open Thursday and
Friday, 7 p.m. to 12 a.m., with
discount tickets available at
www.fargojaycees.org. Check it
out while you still can.
Party girls can be reached
at lici720@hotmail.com.

Two and a half
flames for
Jaycees Haunted
House

Student writer/directors Breuer,
Ness comment on ‘Dick’s Beer’
By HEIDI REULE

DB: We’ll do dramas
when we have something dramatic in our
Sitting outside of Weld
life, but when you’re
Hall MSUM senior film ma21 and 22, all you
jors Derek Breuer and
hear are dick and fart
Dusty Ness discuss their
jokes, and that’s what
first feature-length film,
we’re going to talk
“Dick’s Beer.”
about.
HR:
Who wrote the
HR: What is your fascreenplay
for
“Dick’s
vorite aspect about
Beer?”
filmmaking?
DB: I wrote it, but my one
DB: Storytelling.
friend Dusty Ness over
DN: I like to make
here, and Dustin Spangler
people laugh.
helped me come up with
DB: I love making
some of the ideas.
people laugh.
HR: What exactly is the
DN: My favorite
film about?
thing to do in filmDB: It’s an epic toiletmaking is cinematoghumor type of film. It’s a
raphy.
Elissa Hovland/The Advocate
gross-out high school type
HR: If you could
From left: Derek Breuer and Dusty Ness.
comedy for a small town
make a film with any
type of guy. It’s about a
actor or actress who
HR: As far as directors or cin- would you choose?
group of characters who want to
go the Virgin Islands, and to go ematographers go, who are
DB: I would work with Woody
the Virgin Islands, they’re going some of your major influences?
Allen more than anybody in life.
DN: Derek’s would be Woody
to make their own beer. They
DN: [Responding to Derek’s
figure it’d be real funny if they Allen.
comment] That’s so fun. You’re
DB: Well, my favorite would creative. I want to make a comsell Dick’s Beer, you know, for
the childish humor. You know, obviously be Woody Allen! I also edy with Jack Black, Will
have a 12 pack of Dick, that like the guy who did “Girls Gone Ferrell, Ben Stiller...
type of thing ... So, these DEA Wild” because he just took a
DB: Ben Stiller, I love that guy!
officers think they’re making camera and made a lot of
DN: ... John Goodman and
meth, which is actually based money. No, but mine is really John Tuturro all in one film.
on a true story. One of my bud- Woody Allen.
Well, that’s a wrap folks.
DN: Cinematographer ... Gregg That’s all we have time for.
dies had a big party down in
South Dakota and these DEA Toland. I like that guy.
“Dick’s Beer” stars local actors
[Gregg Toland did the cine- Eddie Gonzalez, Amy Klein,
officers busted the party because someone said the meth matography for “Citizen Kane” Rhino Matson, Jessica Mayo,
lab was there. That’s the whole and “The Grapes of Wrath.”]
Wayne McConnell and Mitch
HR: The two of you usually do Rudolph. It will make its way to
vehicle behind the thing.
HR: How long did it take you a great deal of comedic films, the Fargo Theatre this Saturday
have you ever thought of doing at 9 P.M. There will be a $4 adto shoot the film?
DB: We had two weeks of a drama?
mission fee.
DN: Dramas always get more
shooting, and we still have one
Reule can be reached
more week of pick-ups. So, it’s laughs than the comedies do,
that’s the problem.
at blueeyedgrrl@aol.com.
neverending.
Copy Editor

‘Cosi Fan
Tutte’ changes
opera
definition
I admit, I was not a fan of Opera.
My definition prior to attending
one was overweight people
screeching
ear -drum
‘Cosi Fan
damaging yoTutte’
dels loud enough
to
Performed by
make
a
piercThe Fargo
ing migrane
Moorhead
seem like a
Opera
temple massage.
The night
opened with our national anthem.
I’ve heard our anthem sung at
ball games, often out of key by
drunk fanatics. No one was out of
key that night. It was beautiful.
The maestro’s head bobbed as
he waved his wand for the symphony to begin. I secretly hoped
they’d continue playing. The
thought of screaming, after hearing such beauty, had me shaking
my head in disgust of the onslaught yet to come.
My hopes were dashed as the
curtain rose and the first bearer
of pain entered the stage. “Cosi
Fan Tutte” had begun. I thought
the inability to understand the
language would damper the experience. Somehow, Mozart surpassed the need for verbal meaning. The emotions and context of
the words were brilliantly conveyed through sound.
By the end of the first act, I was
confused. This wasn’t painful.
This wasn’t for snobs who only
appreciate materialistic things.
After intermission, the men had
sucessfully fooled their women
into believing they had gone to
war. They returned in Turkish
garb to prove to their cynical
friend that their women would
stay true.
Singing swooning songs, the
men slowly captured the women’s
hearts, leaving their hearts broken with betrayal.
I was enjoying it, but then it
happened. Like the Greek’s surprise of the Trojan horse, the high
C stretched my ears to the top of
my head like rubber. I was amazed at how someone could sing
a high note so gracefully. As the
curtain closed, the beauty of the
décor, the gallant dresses and the
soft symphonic melodies that accented the remarkable vocals
made me say something I never
thought I would: I love the opera.
One may ask what my definition
of opera is after attending “Cosi
Fan Tutte,” two simple words :
absolute beauty.
Porter can be reached
at porterba@mnstate.edu.

Five flames for ‘Cosi Fan Tutte.’
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... And Then I Turned Seven ...
reaches out with ‘Broken Summer’
By ELISSA HOVLAND
A&E Editor

MSUM freshman Dane Schmidt has
found a creative outlet that may just be a
future career. Schmidt has recently released his debut album, “Broken Summer,”
a heartfelt, raw and beautiful collection of
tracks.
Schmidt, who named his band And Then
I Turned Seven, has been playing the
drums since the age of three, piano since
first grade, began song writing in fifth grade
and learned to play guitar about six years
ago. Yet with all his talents, Schmidt has
not been without assistance in producing
his album.
“My dad recorded the whole CD. My mom
helped a lot also, and my brother, Jordan
sings on ‘I Miss You,’” said Schmidt.
Schmidt’s use of drums, guitar and piano
come together in a harmonious mix that
provides a beautiful back sound for
Schmidt’s honest lyrics.
Undeclared in his major, Schmidt is unsure of what is in store for his future, “Right
now I’m just seeing where this band takes
me, because I honestly don’t know what I
want to do otherwise.”
“Broken Summer” is a great collection of
songs with topics like losing a loved one in
“I Miss You,” relationship troubles in
“Forget,” “I Hope You’re Proud” and
“Forgotten” and suicide in “Goodbye (I’m
Sorry).”
Schmidt does an incredible job on his first
album, his lyrics are easy to relate to and
encompass the many emotions that people
possess throughout their lives. I found myself carrying his album with me from The
Advocate office, to my car, to my CD player
at home and back to my car again.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Everyone should give this new artist a test
drive. Bring Schmidt into your world, and
let his lyrics and brilliant music be the
music you drive to, music you sleep to, your
soundtrack to life.
Schmidt’s advice for aspiring musicians:
“Just keep truckin’. I’m finding out this is
hard work, but when I get an e-mail from a
fan saying my stuff has helped them in
some way, it’s all worth it.”
And Then I Turned Seven’s next performance will be Friday from 11 a.m. to noon
in the CMU main lounge. Stop by and see
this incredible new artist, or visit his website at www.andtheniturnedseven.tk.
Hovland can be reached
at stargazingfish12@aol.com.

Five
flames for
‘Broken
Summer.’

‘Radio’ breaks the mold, touches hearts
By KIMBERLI JOHNSON
Staff Writer

“Radio” is an amazing movie based on a
true story of how one young man named
Radio with a disability develops a unique
friendship with the head coach of a small
town football team in South Carolina.
Through their friendship, they work together to change the attitude of the community.
It could be argued that director Michael
Tollin is dull and has no imagination due
to the fact that “Radio” follows a similar
theme to other movies, such as “Forrest
Gump,” “To Kill A Mockingbird” and
“Remember the Titans.” But the importance of each scenario in “Radio” is so
great that it should be watched again
and again.
The message being sent through
Radio’s challenges in life and the great
improvements he makes through the attention and motivation from coach Jones
is definitely important for people to think
about in daily situations.
Some controversy among the townspeople goes to show how important it is to
not give in to your surroundings and to
believe in what you feel is right. When
the town’s residents approach coach
Jones with negative attitudes concerning
his efforts to change the life of a disabled
person, he does not give up, but tries
even harder.
In the end, the entire community sees
all the good Radio has to offer and finally
realizes that it
takes all kinds
of people to
make the world
so
wonderful.
What
makes
this movie espe-

cially touching is the unbelievable
acting
of
C u b a
Gooding Jr.
as Radio. In
every scene,
Gooding lures
you so deep
into the setting that you
are touched
by everything
Radio
endures in his
life.
Ed Harris (coach Jones) plays the role
of a hard-headed football coach, but
ironically is most understanding to the
qualities Radio waits to share.
This movie will truly touch your heart
and remind you of the wonderful things
you can achieve by having a big heart
and accepting people’s originality.
I would recommend “Radio” to everyone, because it acts as a great reminder
for people to check their attitudes towards other people.
Johnson can be reached
at pinktgz@yahoo.com.

Four flames for
‘Radio.’
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IN THE CROSSHAIRS: CODY WANG

FOOTBALL

The native son

Mustangs
snare
Senior running back wrapping up local football career Dragons
Wang would have to watch
future St. Louis Rams running
Staff Writer
back Lamar Gordon and variCody Wang holds a certain ous other scholarship athletes
amount of pride in being a play in front of him at running
back for as many as four
MSUM Dragon.
Although he grew up in years.
“I really didn’t like the
Moorhead, the senior running
back says he didn’t always thought of that,” Wang
consider himself a Dragon fan. said.
The
disenchanted
As a standout running back
at Moorhead High School, Wang began to consider
Wang admitted he dreamed of other options, both on
and off the field.
playing for NDSU.
“I went out with my bud“I grew up a Bison fan,” he
dies from high school
said.
After finishing his high (who attended MSUM) a
school career as one of the couple of times,” Wang
more highly touted running said. “Everyone was pretty friendly
backs ever to
on
the
graduate from
team.”
Moorhead
His
friends
High,
Wang
from
MSUM
earned
an
He learned, got better
kept hinting at
invitation to
and got stronger.
the team’s need
walk on to the
for
running
NDSU football
backs.
team.
Ralph Micheli
Dragons head football coach
Wang figured
Although he
it couldn’t hurt
would be playto
take
a
ing
college
football for the school he chance and see if he should
always wanted to play for, transfer.
“I called (MSUM head coach
being a walk-on meant he
would be playing without a Ralph) Micheli up, and he said
scholarship. Even though it he’d be more than happy to
didn’t seem like the best sce- have me over here,” Wang
nario, Wang seized the oppor- said. “One thing led to another, and I was a Dragon.”
tunity.
“We thought he had a
But being a Bison running
back was not all he had ever chance in our offense,”
dreamed of. Wang was a fresh- Micheli said.
Wang took hold of the
man, redshirting on a team
with a lot of youth at his posi- chance the Dragons were giving him and never let go.
tion.
He excelled in backup
Staying at NDSU meant that
By DUSTIN MONKE

“
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roles for three years at MSUM
and this season finally seized
the chance to fill the starting
running back spot in one of
the most potent rushing
attacks in the NSIC.
“He learned, got better
and got stronger,”
Micheli said. “As a
running back, you
want the ball as
many times as you
can. In our offense we
have three guys who
can get the ball a lot.”
Wang pointed out
that
the
option
offense MSUM runs
gives both the running back and fullback a chance to get
the ball almost every time
it is run, as well as giving the
quarterback a chance to
scramble.
“Any time you’re a running
back and you’re on a team
that runs the option, where
running the ball is the first
priority, it’s always a good
time.”
Wang, prior to the 2003 season, had been averaging less
than 4 yards per carry. This
season, Wang has excelled,
rolling up over 6 yards per
carry.
“Its fun to block, especially
for Cody,” said senior fullback
Jake Sternhagen. “He’s a good
running back and he can read
your block really well.”
After gaining 204 yards
rushing in the first three

MSUM
traveled
to
Southwest Minnesota State,
Marshall, for NSIC action
Saturday, falling 28-20 in the
midst of a comeback.
Trailing 28-7, senior quarterback Jon Frykman hit sophomore wide receiver Derek
Blackburn
on a 45-yard
strike to cap
a six-play,
80-yard drive
that lasted
less than one
minute.
“We’ve been
starting slow
Sternhagen
all season,”
senior
fullback
Jake
Sternhagen said. “We need to be
a lot more consistent and start
the game off a little better, be
ready to play.”
The score remained 28-13
until the first play of the
fourth quarter.
Senior
fullback
Jake
Sternhagen rushed for a 12yard touchdown with 10:09
left in the fourth quarter, but
the score would remain 28-20.
Sternhagen,
who
had
missed the last month of the
season thanks to a dislocated
toe, made his return and led
the Dragons in rushing, gaining 127 yards on 19 carries
with two touchdowns.
“It went surprisingly well,”

❒ WANG, page 9

❒ MUSTANGS, page 9

By DUSTIN MONKE
Staff Writer

VOLLEYBALL

Wolf sparks comeback win over Northern
By CASEY MOEN
Staff Writer

If last Saturday’s win over 7thranked University of MinnesotaDuluth was unlikely, Friday’s win over
Northern State University, Aberdeen,
S.D., was at least unexpected.
The Dragons overcame a two-game
deficit to beat one of the top defenses
in the conference 3-2 (19-30, 24-30,
33-31, 30-28, 15-7).
The Dragons rode the crest of
Friday’s emotional
victory into Saturday
night and defeated
University
of
Minnesota-Morris 31 (19-30, 30-13, 3015, 30-25).
The win over Minn.Duluth
was
the
beginning of what is
Wolf
now a four-game
winning streak for the Dragons. The
streak, the longest since the 2001 season, was in serious jeopardy Friday
night when the Dragons fell behind 2826 in the third game against Northern
State.
Already down 2-0, the Dragons (1410, 6-4 NSIC) needed a spark to send
them in the right direction.
Enter Val Wolf.
The senior middle hitter sparked the
turnaround for the Dragons with a
series of game-saving kills and blocks,

leaving the previously dominating
Northern State squad stunned. Not
content to sit back and watch Wolf
have all the fun, the entire Dragon
squad fed off her energy and before the
game was over, the offense moved as
well as it ever has.
Senior middle hitter Courtney
Syvertsen was also a big part of the
Game 3 comeback, providing the crucial kills that tied the game 30-30 and
31-31.
“(The seniors) are going to play every
game as hard as they can the rest of
the way out,” head coach Tammy
Blake-Kath said. “Val’s been huge for
us. She was our player of the week.”
The Dragons beat Northern State in
the fifth game by staking an 11-4 lead
in game five behind several big kills
and a few blocks from sophomore outside hitter Sigourney Schaffer.
Syvertsen had 14 kills against
Northern State and led the Dragons
with 17 kills against MinnesotaMorris. Freshman outside hitter Jenna
Boulton led the Dragons with 15 kills
and 18 digs against Northern State.
“I think that said a lot about what
type of team we have,” Blake-Kath said
of the come from behind win over
Northern State. “They certainly
showed that they’re not the type of
team that’s going to lay down and die.
These kids know how to get it done.”
The Dragons started slow against
Minnesota-Morris Saturday, losing the

JASON PROCHNOW/PHOTO EDITOR

Freshman Laura Petry, a Moorhead native, sets a ball during MSUM’s win over
Minnesota-Morris Saturday. The Cougars played in the NSIC until this season.
first game by the same margin (30-19)
as their first game loss to a much
stronger Northern State team.
“I think we overlooked them,” BlakeKath said. “We didn’t come ready to
play.”
The Dragons recovered and won the
next two games by a combined 28
points. The Dragons put the match
away with a 30-25 win in Game 4.
Junior setter Susan Kolbow’s 50
assists in the match gave her 106 in

two matches.
Val Wolf compiled 31 kills, 23 blocks
and 11 digs in three home victories
over Minnesota-Crookston, Northern
State and Minnesota-Morris last week.
“She did awesome this week,”
Syvertsen said. The three wins vaulted
the Dragons into third place in the
conference, up two spots from two
weeks ago.
Moen can be reached
at caseymoen@hotmail.com.
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WOMEN’S SOCCER

Hinga paces team to weekend split
By HAYDEN GOETHE
Sports Editor

JASON PROCHNOW/PHOTO EDITOR

MSUM’s Kim Hinga tries to work the ball around Minn.-Duluth
defender Katy Murphy Sunday. Hinga leads the Dragons in goals.

After starting the season 210, the MSUM women’s soccer
team is in position to host a
NSIC playoff game.
The Dragons (5-11-0, 3-4-0
NSIC) topped Concordia-St.
Paul 2-0 Saturday before losing to top-seeded Minn.Duluth 4-0 Sunday.
“We’re pretty excited,” freshman midfielder Shannon
Fletcher said.
The icing on the team’s position is that the Dragons scored
the fewest points on the
NSIC’s preseason coaches poll
at the beginning of the season.
“I’m not surprised,” Fletcher
said of the team’s season. “I
think people underestimated
us.”
Freshman midfielder Kim
Hinga sparked the Dragons on
Saturday.

CROSS COUNTRY

Thome highlights NSIC Tourney
By HAYDEN GOETHE
Sports Editor

The Dragon men and women
each notched 4th place in
Saturday’s NSIC Tournament
in Duluth, Minn.
MSUM’s Sarah Thome finished fifth among the women
runners, highlighting a solid
afternoon for the Dragons,
according to assistant coach
Tim McLagan.

“It was a good performance,”
McLagan said. “Everyone ran
faster than they did two
weeks ago.”
Thome ran a personal best of
23 minutes, 27 seconds over
the course.
“It was a breakthrough performance,” McLagan said.
Thome said she ran as well as
she possibly could. Running the
same course two weeks before
Saturday didn’t hurt either.

“I knew where the turns
were,” Thome said. “I was able
to run the perfect race.”
Minn.-Duluth won the men’s
and women’s titles once again.
The men have won 11 consecutive conference titles, and the
women have won 12 straight.
“The men’s side is obnoxiously good,” McLagan said.
Goethe can be reached
at goetheha@mnstate.edu.

❒ WANG, from 8
games of the season, the early excitement
Wang brought to MSUM was cut short. He was
sidelined with an MCL sprain suffered in practice on the Thursday before the Dragons were
scheduled to play their first home game of the
season against Concordia–St. Paul.
The damage was a second-degree sprain, a
type of injury that was supposed to keep Wang
off the field for four to six weeks. Determined to
get back in uniform, the exercise science major
returned to the field after missing only two
games.
“It’s frustrating, especially being a running
back,” Wang said. “You need to cut, make
moves and accelerate.”
Micheli, senior fullback Jake Sternhagen and
senior wide receiver Chad Davison all said that
Wang leads by example, something that helped
him get back on the field before trainers
thought he would be able to.
“He works hard and never misses a practice,”
Davison said. “We’re going to miss the ‘leading
by example’ that he does.”
Wang, who hopes to graduate in the spring of

❒ MUSTANGS,

from 8

Sternhagen said. “I was a little worried.”
The defense stormed the
Mustangs and forced negative
yards in the next two drives.
The Dragons offense was
unable to capitalize, turning
the ball over on downs each
time the defense obtained
possession.
“We had our chances and got
close,” Dragons head coach
Ralph Micheli said. “We were
one or two plays from winning
the game.”
Southwest running back
David Whitten set school
records with 243 yards rushing on 43 carries.
The Dragons host Northern
State University, Aberdeen,
S.D., Saturday at 1 p.m.
Monke can be reached
at dustin_monke@hotmail.com.

2004, has narrowed down his career choices to
football coach or strength and conditioning
trainer.
“I love the game,” he said. “I really can’t see
me being done with football after this year.”
“I think he’ll be a good coach and a good personal trainer,” Micheli said. “If they follow his
example, they’ll be in pretty good shape.”
Wang hopes to keep his feet moving Saturday
when the Dragons host Northern State. It will
be the senior’s second-to-last game at home,
and he hopes to go out on top in his final two
home appearances.
“I’ve worked my butt off my whole career,” he
said. “Hopefully I can finish off with a few
strong games before my career ends.”
Micheli acknowledged that it will be sad to see
Wang finish off his career but also has faith
that he will end it on a high note.
“I think the world of him,” Micheli said. “He’s
a great kid and a great worker.”
Monke can be reached
at dustin_monke@hotmail.com.

Hinga, the third-leading
scorer in the NSIC, notched
her seventh goal of the season
in the 15th minute. Kelly
O’Leary added a goal to the
win.
Sunday’s
contest
with
Duluth was not quite as close.
The Bulldogs, undefeated in
the NSIC (8-0), outshot the
Dragons 20-1.
Nevertheless, she said the
team is playing up to

its capabilities.
“I think we’ve finally clicked,”
Rosenbrook said.
The
Dragons
play
at
Northern State University,
Aberdeen, S.D., Friday. The
game is crucial for NSIC
Tournament
positioning.
Northern State is 2-3-1 in
NSIC action this season.
Goethe can be reached
at goetheha@mnstate.edu.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Help Wanted

For Rent

Spring Break

Ideal job for students doing light
commercial cleaning in office
settings. Must be able to work
Monday through Friday, early
evenings with every weekend
off. Shifts vary from two to five
hours per day. Apply in person at
3431 4th Ave. S., Suite C.

Two bedroom. Security, quiet, no
parties! Heat/water paid, a/c,
miniblinds, ceiling fans, new carpeting, no pets. Accommodates
two. Certified Crime-Drug FREE
Housing, OFF STREET
assigned parking with plug-ins.
Lease, references, and deposit
required. 218-346-6584 or 701238-4542.

ACT NOW! Book 11 people, get
12th trip free. Visit the official
Web site for spring break ‘04.
The best deals to the hottest
destinations. Group discounts for
six+. www.springbreakdiscounts.com or 800-838-8202.

Beauty comes in all shapes and
sizes. Yes, that’s right ALL sizes.
Ultimate Models of Fargo is now
scouting for fresh faces with a
can-do attitude who are ready to
show the fashion and entertainment world what they can do. If
you’ve thought about modeling
and didn’t think you fit the mold,
think again! Call today! 701-7291995.
NOW HIRING - ALL POSITIONS. Seeking fun-loving
energetic people. Contact
manager at Old Chicago Pizza &
Pasta, 2551 45th St. S. Fargo,
701-356-8277.
Need college girl to live in private home. Pay your way
through college and gain excellent work experience with this
great job. Room, board and
$150/month. 237-3959.

Other
Free pregnancy testing with
RN’s. Your first choice for pregnancy-related concerns. Caring
and confidential. Clinic services:
237-6530.

Roommate wanted. Female
roommate to share 3 bedroom
apartment. Your own bedroom
and bathroom. Starting
December or January. Cheap
rent! Call 701-526-0339, leave
message if no answer.
X marks the spot. Six, nine, or
12, mo. lease, brand new, dbl
gar., w/d, f/c, comm. rm, elevator, & so much more. CALL
NOW! 356-9999. Sorry no pets.
EHO.
Female roommate wanted.
Looking for female roommate to
share 3 bedroom apartment in
SW Fargo with two females.
$258/mo., w/d in unit, dbl
garage. Available November 1.
Contact Kadie 218-979-9583.
“Fall” into Carlton. Impressive
eff., 1, 2, 3 bd. Heat paid,
garage, balcony and more! Ask
about our “Hurry Back” special!
carlton@goldmark.com or 2813928 EHO.

advocate@mnstate.edu

Spring Break ‘04 with
StudentCity.com and Maxim
magazine! Get hooked up with
free trips, cash and VIP status
as a campus rep! Choose from
15 of the hottest destinations.
Book early for FREE MEALS,
FREE DRINKS and 150 percent
lowest price guarantee! To
reserve online or view our photo
gallery, visit
www.studentcity.com or call
1-888-SPRINGBREAK!
SPRING BREAK with Mazatlan
Express. Mazatlan/Cancun.
From $499+. Or earn a free trip
by being a rep. (800) 366-4786.
Spring Break 2004. Travel with
STS, America’s #1 student tour
operator, to Jamaica, Cancun,
Acapulco, Bahamas and Florida.
Now hiring campus reps. Call for
group discounts.
Information/Reservations 1-800648-4849 or www.ststravel.com.
#1 SPRING BREAK COMPANY
in Acapulco is now offering 3
destinations! Go loco in
Acapulco, party in Vallarta, or
get crazy in Cabo - all with
BIANCHI-ROSSI TOURS. Book
by Oct. 31 - get FREE MEALS!
Organize a group and travel for
FREE. Call for details. 800-8754525 or www.bianchi-rossi.com.
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ERRORS: The Advocate is responsible only for the cost of the first
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❒ GHOSTS, from front
second-floor west Holmquist,
said this year there have been
no complaints about ghosts.
“We don’t recognize it here,”
Kuntz said.
Though some of them
began as rumors, these stories are urban legends. “The
difference between a rumor
and an urban legend is how
elaborate the story is,”

Sherman said.
Many of these stories are
spread through word of
mouth, which causes a core
story to be told in a variety of
ways.
Although some of these
ghost stories are rooted in
truth, many are not. With
such inconsistency, why do
people still have the desire to

tell them?
“The horror stories are displaced ways of dealing with
anxiety,” Sherman said.
Many of these stories are
told within groups of people
who are dealing with new situations. For a student entering college, it is much easier
to talk about the horror of
ghosts then to face the scari-

er situation of being on their
own for the first time, he
said.
But the real question about
these stories remains the
same: Are they true or merely
myth?
You decide.
Trygstad can be reached
at shadowedfire@hotmail.com.

The Advocate
is looking for
the scoop on
what’s going
on around
campus. If
you’re in the
know, fill in
The Advocate.
We sure
would
appreciate it.
E-mail
advocate@
mnstate.edu
or call
477-2551.

